187.   FIRST OF JULT

I have suggested that a public meeting should be held in every
town and village in memory of Deshbandhu on the occasion of
his shraddha1. On that day people religiously inclined may fast
the whole day, or eat only one meal All the usual ceremonies
are being performed in Deshbandhu's family. He loved kirtans2
and, therefore, these are being conducted every night. Those who
would like to bathe may do that as well The important thing,
however, is that a meeting should be held exactly at five (standard
time, i.e., Madras time) and resolutions should be passed. It would
be a good thing to hold a meeting in every place in Gujarat where
the message of the Congress can reach. It will be enough to send
copies^ of those resolutions by post to Ganga-swarup3 Basanti Devi.
If, in addition, a telegram is despatched from the Provincial Con-
gress Committee giving the names of the towns, she will know
where and in how many places meetings were held. The meet-
ings should of course pass condolence resolutions extolling Desh~
bandhu's virtues. But they can do more than that* We revere
Deshbandhu for his services to the cause of swaraj. Desh-
bandhu's soul will rest in perfect peace if we secure swaraj today.
That, however, is beyond our capacity, though it is not beyond
our capacity to bring it nearer.

What can all people, the prince and the pauper, capitalists
and workers, the old and the young, men and women, Hindus
and Muslims, do to bring swaraj nearer?* Is there anything
which everyone can do? There is certainly one such thing, and
that is khadi. Everyone can resolve to wear pure khadi and can
take a pledge to spin for half an hour daily by way ofyajnat
for the service of country. This is not at all clifficult for anyone
to do. Having taken such a pledge, everyone should daily remind
himself of Deshbandhu's services. If hundreds of ^thousands of peo-
ple take this pledge, is there anything we cannot achieve? We
can bring about complete boycott of foreign cloth and acquire

1 The thirteenth and concluding day of the ceremonies which follow
the death of a person

2 Devotional songs sung in chorus

3 The term prefixed to the name of a widow, among Hindus;  literally,
in a state like that of the holy Ganga

4 Sacrifice